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¢El Juicio Empieza Por La Casa De Dios?

(Serie “Las Palabras Duras de la Biblia”, #14)
Audio del Sermén

1 Pedro 4.17 (RVR60)
"7Porque es tiempo de que el juicio comience por la casa de Dios; y si primero comienza
por nosotros, ;cudl serd el fin de aquellos que no obedecen al evangelio de Dios?

| do not enjoy thinking about the judgment of anyone; | especially dislike considering
my own possible judgment. Thus, it bothers me when the author of this epistle
suddenly begins to refer to the persecution of Christians (the context of this
passage) as judgment. But did not Christ take the judgment of believers? How can
Peter take such a gloomy perspective, if he really believes in grace? Does that mean
that if | am persecuted | am a sinful Christian in need of judgment? Wouldn’t that
perspective add guilt to my suffering, rather than allow me to rejoice in suffering for
Christ?

The answer to our questions is relatively easy, although it is not comfortable to
contemplate. The topic of the passage is “the judgment” (the Greek text has the
definite article). What judgment could this be? Peter has already referred to
judgment (1 Peter 1:17; 2:23; 4:5-6), and in every case, it is God’s judgment and
therefore probably the final judgment.

1 Pedro 1.17 (RVR60)

'7Y si invocdis por Padre a aquel que sin acepcion de personas juzga segun la obra de
cada uno, conducios en temor todo el tiempo de vuestra peregrinacion;

1 Pedro 2.23 (RVR60)

3quien cuando le maldecian, no respondia con maldicién; cuando padecia, no
amenazaba, sino encomendaba la causa al que juzga justamente;
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1 Pedro 4.5-6 (RVR60)

>pero ellos dardn cuenta al que estd preparado para juzgar a los vivos y a los muertos.
Porque por esto también ha sido predicado el evangelio a los muertos, para que sean
juzgados en carne segtin los hombres, pero vivan en espiritu segtin Dios.

Given the use of the same phrase in other New Testament passages (Acts 24:25; Rom
2:2-3; Heb 6:2; 2 Pet 3:7; Jude 4; Rev 17:1; 18:20), this conclusion becomes firm. Thus 1
Peter is saying that the final judgment is beginning not with the pagans or the
unbelieving Jews, but with the family of God, the church. The persecution they are
experiencing is a phase of that final judgment.

Hechos de los Apdstoles 24.25 (RVR60)

*>Pero al disertar Pablo acerca de la justicia, del dominio propio y del juicio venidero,
Félix se espantd, y dijo: Ahora vete; pero cuando tenga oportunidad te llamaré.

Romanos 2.2-3 (RVR60)

’Mas sabemos que el juicio de Dios contra los que practican tales cosas es segun verdad.
3:Y piensas esto, oh hombre, tu que juzgas a los que tal hacen, y haces lo mismo, que tu
escapards del juicio de Dios?

Hebreos 6.2 (RVR60)

2de la doctrina de bautismos, de la imposicion de manos, de la resurreccion de los
muertos y del juicio eterno.

2 Pedro 3.7 (RVR60)

’pero los cielos y la tierra que existen ahora, estan reservados por la misma palabra,
guardados para el fuego en el dia del juicio y de la perdicién de los hombres impios.

Judas 4 (RVR60)

4Porque algunos hombres han entrado encubiertamente, los que desde antes habian
sido destinados para esta condenacion, hombres impios, que convierten en libertingje la
gracia de nuestro Dios, y niegan a Dios el tinico soberano, y a nuestro Sefior Jesucristo.

Apocalipsis 17.1 (RVR60)

'Vino entonces uno de los siete dngeles que tenian las siete copas, y hablé conmigo
diciéndome: Ven acd, y te mostraré la sentencia contra la gran ramera, la que estd
sentada sobre muchas aguas;
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Apocalipsis 18.20 (RVR60)

2°Alégrate sobre ella, cielo, y vosotros, santos, apdstoles y profetas; porque Dios os ha
hecho justicia en ella.

How this is the case becomes clear when we examine God’s judging in Jewish
tradition. In an Old Testament tradition, judgment begins at God’s house. For
example, Ezekiel 9:5-6 reads, “Follow him through the city and kill. ... Begin at my
sanctuary.” Jeremiah, in speaking to the nations, says, “See, | am beginning to bring
disaster on the city that bears my Name, and will you indeed go unpunished?”” (Jer

25:29).

Jeremias 25.29 (RVR60)

»%Porque he aqui que a la ciudad en la cual es invocado mi nombre yo comienzo a hacer
mal; ;y vosotros seréis absueltos? No seréis absueltos; porque espada traigo sobre todos
los moradores de la tierra, dice Jehovd de los ejércitos.

The nations will not go unpunished, for judgment has begun with God’s own people.
Likewise, at the end of the Old Testament period, Malachi 3:1-6 speaks of the Lord
coming to his temple and purifying the Levites. He concludes, “So | will come near to
you for judgment.” Does the Lord judge his people? The answer of the Old Testament
is yes, and if so, how much more severely will he judge the pagan nations.

Malaquias 3.1-6 (RVR60)

'He aqui, yo envio mi mensajero, el cual preparard el camino delante de mi; y vendrd
subitamente a su templo el Sefor a quien vosotros buscdis, y el dngel del pacto, a quien
desedis vosotros. He aqui viene, ha dicho Jehovd de los ejércitos. 2;Y quién podrd
soportar el tiempo de su venida? ;0 quién podrd estar en pie cuando él se manifieste?
Porque él es como fuego purificador, y como jabdn de lavadores. 3Y se sentard para
afinar y limpiar la plata; porque limpiard a los hijos de Levi, los afinard como a oroy
como a plata, y traerdn a Jehovd ofrenda en justicia. 4Y serd grata a Jehovd la ofrenda de
Judd y de Jerusalén, como en los dias pasados, y como en los afios antiguos.

5Y vendré a vosotros para juicio; y seré pronto testigo contra los hechiceros y adulteros,
contra los que juran mentira, y los que defraudan en su salario al jornalero, a la viuda y al
huérfano, y los que hacen injusticia al extranjero, no teniendo temor de mi, dice Jehovad
de los ejércitos.

Porque yo Jehovd no cambio; por esto, hijos de Jacob, no habéis sido consumidos.
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In Malachi and continuing in the intertestamental period, this judgment is interpreted
as a purifying judgment, which will bring God’s people to repentance. “Therefore, he
did not spare his own sons first. ... Therefore they were once punished that they might
be forgiven” (2 Baruch 13:9-10).

The New Testament shares this position. Not only is the story of Ananias and
Sapphira (Acts 5) a graphic example, but Paul clearly states this teaching. Speaking to
Christians who were ill because of their sin, Paul writes, “If we judged ourselves, we
would not come under judgment. When we are judged by the Lord, we are being
disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world” (1 Cor 11:31-32).

1 Corintios 11.31-32 (RVR60)

3'Si, pues, nos examindsemos a nosotros mismos, no seriamos juzgados; 3*mas siendo
juzgados, somos castigados por el Sefior, para que no seamos condenados con el
mundo.

Hebrews 12:7-11 also speaks of the suffering of Christians as discipline, although
discipline can come for two reasons. Soldiers go through the discipline of training
programs to harden themselves so that they may stand in battle; children are
disciplined when they have done wrong. Both appear to be in the mind of the author
of Hebrews, although the latter is foremost for Paul.

Hebreos 12.7-11 (RVR60)

’Si soportdis la disciplina, Dios os trata como a hijos; porque ;qué hijo es aquel a quien el
padre no disciplina? 8Pero si se os deja sin disciplina, de la cual todos han sido
participantes, entonces sois bastardos, y no hijos. 9Por otra parte, tuvimos a nuestros
padres terrenales que nos disciplinaban, y los venerdbamos. ;Por qué no obedeceremos
mucho mejor al Padre de los espiritus, y viviremos? '°Y aquéllos, ciertamente por pocos
dias nos disciplinaban como a ellos les parecia, pero éste para lo que nos es provechoso,
para que participemos de su santidad. ""Es verdad que ninguna disciplina al presente
parece ser causa de gozo, sino de tristeza; pero después da fruto apacible de justicia a
los que en ella han sido ejercitados.

There is, then, a New Testament teaching that God will judge his church, his people.
This judgment is a discipline to harden them so that they will not sin or to turn them
from the sin into which they have already fallen. It is therefore grace, for God
disciplines so that he will not have to condemn Christians in the concluding phase of
the final judgment (that is also the hope of church discipline; 1 Cor 5:5).
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1 Corintios 5.5 (RVR60)

>el tal sea entregado a Satands para destruccién de la carne, a fin de que el espiritu sea
salvo en el dia del Sefior Jesus.

It is based on grace, for we never hear of God judging Christians for sins that they
have repented of. Yet, gracious as it is, such a judgment is very real and very painful, a
point upon which all of the New Testament authors agree.

Part of the graciousness of God’s act is seen in Peter’s question “What will the
outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel?”” If the beginning of the final
judgment, the purifying action of God within his church, is so severe, despite the fact
that they are God’s own family and have obeyed the gospel, what will the conclusion
of the final judgment be like when he turns his attention to those who have refused
to obey him? It is a mercy that God turns his church to repentance and spares it from
the fate of the unbeliever. That is precisely what Peter concludes, citing the Greek
form of Proverbs 11:31, “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become
of the ungodly and the sinner?” (1 Pet 4:18).

1 Pedro 4.18 (RVR60)
8Y: Si el justo con dificultad se salva, ;En dénde aparecerd el impio y el pecador?

Faith will be tested (1 Pet 1:6; 4:12), for Jesus said that the way to life was narrow (Lk
13:23-24), but for the unbelievers, “It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God” (Heb 10:31).

1 Pedro 1.6 (RVR60)

®En lo cual vosotros os alegrdis, aunque ahora por un poco de tiempo, si es necesario,
tengdis que ser afligidos en diversas pruebas,

1 Pedro 4.12 (RVR60)
2Amados, no os sorprendadis del fuego de prueba que os ha sobrevenido, como si alguna
cosa extrana os aconteciese,

Lucas 13.23-24 (RVR60)
3Y alguien le dijo: Sefior, ;son pocos los que se salvan? Y él les dijo: **Esforzaos a entrar
por la puerta angosta; porque os digo que muchos procurardn entrar, y no podrdn.

Hebreos 10.31 (RVR60)
3';Horrenda cosa es caer en manos del Dios vivo!

In this passage, then, Peter has three ways of looking at persecution:
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- First, itis a test of faith, showing if the commitment of the professed Christian
is genuine or not (1 Pet 4:12).

1 Pedro 4.12 (RVR60)
2Amados, no os sorprendadis del fuego de prueba que os ha sobrevenido, como si
alguna cosa extrafna os aconteciese,

- Second, it is an identification with the sufferings of Christ, which will not only
result in glory in the future, but leads to the Spirit of glory resting upon them
now (1 Pet 4:13-14).

1 Pedro 4.13-14 (RVR60)

3sino gozaos por cuanto sois participantes de los padecimientos de Cristo, para que
también en la revelacidn de su gloria os gocéis con gran alegria. '4Si sois vituperados
por el nombre de Cristo, sois bienaventurados, porque el glorioso Espiritu de Dios
reposa sobre vosotros. Ciertamente, de parte de ellos, él es blasfemado, pero por
vosotros es glorificado.

- Finally, it is a discipline or judgment, which shows that they are in fact God’s
family and purifies them to live more in the character of the family. The final
judgment has begun, but it has begun with the purification of God’s church,
God’s people, just as happened in the Old Testament. It will be consummated,
however, not in condemnation for his people—they are his family and will be
saved after being purified—but in terrible conclusive judgments upon
unbelievers, which Jesus described so graphically (for example, Mt 24-25) and
Revelation pictures in visions (Rev 15-16; 20).

I still do not like the idea of judgment, but my suffering does not necessarily mean
that | am specially sinful. Since | am committed to Christ, the persecution | sufferis a
sign that | am part of the household of God. He, as a good father, is purifying his
family for our good. It is a sign of belonging. | may not enjoy the experience, but | can
rejoice that  am among those facing judgment now, being purified in preparation for
heaven, rather than among those who will face the full force of divine judgment
later.

' Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. et al. Hard sayings of the Bible. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1996. Print.
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